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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-7 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

4. Regarding claim 7, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 

§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bates et al. 
[Bates] (U.S. Patent No. 6,367,074) in view of Eckardt (U.S. Patent No. 6,542,979). 
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7. Regarding claim 1, Bates teaches a method for starting a PDA OS (Quicknote) in a 
portable computer, which comprises the steps of: 

providing an option for a user to select to start the PDA system [col. 5, lines 10-11, 22- 

23]; 

providing a PDA OS, which is pre-loaded into a storage device of the portable computer 
for providing a PDA operating environment in the portable computer [col. 4, lines 20-26]; 

providing a PDA booting procedure, which is pre-loaded into a BIOS chip of the portable 
computer for starting the PDA OS[col. 3, line 58 to col. 4, line 5; col. 4, line 62 to col. 5, line 3]; 
and 

providing a detecting procedure, which is pre-loaded into the BIOS chip of the portable 
computer for running the PDA booting procedure when the PDA OS is selected [col. 5, lines 22- 
25]. 

Bates does not explicitly teach the desired operating environment (Quicknote) is 
programmed to be booted by a hot key. 

Eckardt teaches that a hot key is programmed to boot a system to a second environment 
(non-standard partition) [col. 1, line 61 to col. 2, line 4; col. 3, lines 41-46], 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to implement the use of hot key taught by Eckardt into Bates because they both teach a method 
for booting up a computer to a selected environment. Programming a hot key to boot the desired 
operating system would bring up the system to a ready state faster. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Bates teaches that a basic OS (full-feature OS) is installed in the 
system [col. 1, line 66 to col. 2, line 2]. 
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9. Regarding claim 3, Bates teaches that the step of installing a basic OS in the computer 
starting the basic OS comprises the steps of: pre-loading a basic OS into the computer, a booting 
procedure for starting the basic OS, and its utilities and the computer has a power on button for 
starting the pre-loaded basic OS [col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 3; col. 6, lines 12-20]. 

10. Regarding claim 4, Bates teaches that the method comprising the steps of: 

loading the pre-loaded PDA OS to main memory when the PDA OS is selected [col. 5, 
lines 22-25]; 

starting the PDA OS and running its utilities [col. 5, lines 26-29]; 
running a POST (Power On Self Test) procedure when the power on button is depressed 
[col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 3]; 

loading the basic OS into the main memory [col. 6, lines 12-20; and 
starting the basic OS and running its utilities [col. 6, lines 12-20]. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 5, even though not disclosed by Bates, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that those recited method steps would have been obvious when booting 
up a system with a particular operating system in a multiple operating systems system such as 
obtaining information of a loaded OS, determining whether there is a multiple operation systems 
system, detecting a particular operating system, and determining whether the particular operating 
system associated with the operating system selected by a user. 

12. Regarding claims 6 and 7, Bates and Eckardt together teach the claimed method steps. 
Therefore, Bates and Eckardt together teach the apparatus to implement the claimed method 
steps. 
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Conclusion 


13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (703) 308-6292. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (703) 308-1 159. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

The fax number for the organization is (703) 872-9306. 



Thuan N. Du 
September 6, 2004 


